
ELECTION COVERAGE
Name: Terry Bellamy 
(Mayoral candidate).
Political orientation: Power-crat.
Occupation: Name-taker 
in charge of ass-kicking.
Political experience: Yes.
Endorsements: City Employees 
Against Access to Mayor, Foundation 
for Young Mayors But Not Too Young, 
Forces For Change Through More of the Same. During 
trip to Washington, received presidential fist-bump.

Which of your opponent’s policies do you agree with 
the most? “The policy of wanting to be the mayor.”
Domestic-partner benefits? 
“Next question.”
Most controversial policy position: “Skip.”
Biggest issue facing the city? “In two years time, I’d 
like to put an Asheville mayor in every major Euro-
pean city in a month-long official touring capacity.”
What most distinguishes you from your opponent? 
“On  karaoke night, I can pull off ‘Respect’ by Arethra 
Franklin.” 

parody/entertainment

Name: Gordon Smith.
Political affiliation: Preening 
Green Peacock Party (PGPP).
Occupation: Run-
ning for City Coun-
cil since 2007-ish.
Political experi-
ence: “Posing for 
photos that clearly 
show me look-
ing directly into 
The Future. Also, 
I was raised in a 
Hawaiian ghetto by 
2 working-class single 
moms, one English, one Irish, and 
I brought peace to my people.” 
Endorsements: John F. Kenne-
dy. (“He uses his real name when 
leaving comments on my blog.”)
Why you should trust me: “Out-

spoken idealogical therapists 
have traditionally served on 
City Council with class, wis-

dom, and restraint.” 
Most controversial policy 

position: “All written statements 
by political adversaries will be 
‘dis-envoweled’ on sight.” 
Top legislative priority? 
RT @HuffPo.
How did your placement in the 
primary affect your campaign? 
“This is all about my grassroots 
support, so I went back to the 
fertilizer and planted more grass 
seeds.”
Annexation: “Sure, I’ve got a 
few minutes available. Who’s 

up first?”
Balancing city budget: “The 
city should make large loans 
with interest to city residents who 
want to up-green their homes in 
order to have an environmentally 
sustainable auction on the front 
step of the courthouse when they 
default. Also, the proletariat shall 
have multi-modal transportation 
and green jobs by December of 
this year or I will annex Madison 
County.”

Name: Cecil Bothwell.
Political affiliation: 
Appalachian Ben Franklin.
Occupation: “I just now wrote, 
published and distributed a 450-
page book about my experience 
answering this question.”
Political experience: Spent years 
putting politicians on the same hot 
seat he now wishes to occupy. Mis-
appraising county-wide demographics 
in 2008 County Commission campaign. 
Endorsements: World Without Eleva-
tors, Self-Taught Doctors Who Live In 
Cities Without Borders.
Why you should trust me: “Because 
I’m good people, and if you haven’t 
been the subject of one of my books, 
you’re good people too.”
What most distinguishes you from 
your opponents? “I said it first.” 
Most controversial position? “Caught 

up in the excitement of win-
ning the primary, I tried to 
dissolve Congress and form 
an interim government.”
Then & Now: Candidate 
Bothwell has adopted the ad-
age: “Off-the-Grid bathing 
isn’t the type of green that 

wins elections.”
Top legislative priority? “The 

reason there is only one set of car-
bon footprints in the sand is because my 
sweet composting toilet is carrying your 
burden on its shoulders.”
Transit: “I believe in the sustainablility 
of bicycling, but only downhill with the 
wind at your back to maximize energy 
savings.”
Annexation: “We should annex the 
Biltmore Estate, all privately held golf 
courses, and a table near the buffet sta-
tion at Mela.” 

Name: Esther Manheimer.
Political affiliation:
 “Whatever Gordon said.”
Occupation: “I’m a full-time 
mother of 3, a full-time wife, 
and (as a hobby) I dabble in real 
estate law and land-use litiga-
tion.”
Political experience: Arguing 
before City Council on behalf 
of developers, distancing myself 
from same.
Endorsements: Jews Who Play 
J-Cards, Citizens Against Un-
scraped Skies. 
What distinguishes you from 
your opponents? “Have you 
seen pictures of my opponents 
with your very own eyeballs?”
Most controversial policy po-
sition? “I don’t want to ruin the 
surprise.”
Master plan? “My master plan 
is to not take a stance that notice-
ably differs from stances of my 

opponents.”
D o m e s t i c 
- p a r t n e r 
benefits?  “I 
won’t need 
to recuse 
myself in 
the first 
p l a c e , 
because I 
want building approv-
al criteria that allow developers 
to push projects through without 
input from City Council or con-
cerned citizens, so no conflicts-
of-interest will come before me. 
I’ll just handle those matters at 
my day job. Wait, what was the 
question?”
Annexation: “I’m for it, even 
though I’ve argued against it in 
a courtroom against the city of 
Webster. Screw that city. But for 
my city, when I’m off the clock? 
Sure.” 

Name: 
Carl Mumpower.
Political affiliation: 
Megalo-crusader-ican.
Occupation: 
Mentalist.
Political experience:
 “Years of surreal service 

to taxpayers and political 
cartoonists. Additionally, I 

have unintentionally helped liberal 
candidates raise money and win lo-
cal elections.”
Endorsements: “With great hu-
mility, I confess only God and the 
Founding Fathers have endorsed 
me.”
Partner benefits? “What did every-
one else say? They said ‘Yes’? No.”
On his decision not to raise or 
spend any money during cam-
paign: “Recent experience informs 
me that when I raise money, I lose.”
What distinguishes you from your 

opponents in this election? “My 
opponents have catered to the re-
spect of their peers and colleagues.”
Most controversial policy position: 
“Pick a position, any position.”
Top legislative priorities? “Some-
thing that involves a stake-out and 
publicity. I’m open to suggestions.”
Master Plan? “I am clearly not 
operating under the direction of a 
master plan, and neither should this 
city.”
How did your placement in the 
primary effect your campaign? “A 
poor showing forces me to push my 
courage button. So look out world, I 
have little buttons.”
Annexation: “No, and I think we 
should give some parts of Asheville 
back to the good Christian, Ameri-
can folks who live in the County. 
But only if those Christian, Ameri-
can, Buncombe County bastards 
give us back our water rights.”

Name: Robert Edwards 
(Mayoral candidate).
Political orientation: “Studying up on 
issue, will have answer soon (but not as 
soon as the election).”
Occupation: Personal luggage 
courier, hospitality industry.
Political experience: “A bunch of 
older Republican kids put me up to this. 
Please send for help.”
Endorsements: Ambitious Bellhop Leaders of 
Tomorrow, Current occupants of room #232, 

Bushwacked Late Arrivals With Trunkloads of Suitcases 
Who Need a Crib in the Room.
What distinguishes you from opponent? “My oppo-
nent has a chance of winning this election.”

Most controversial policy position? “Not having 
a policy position is one of my most controversial 
policy positions. Also, casually dropping the phrase 
‘Hegellian dialectic and gradualism’ to reporters.”

City Budget: “I am not familiar with my stance on that 
subject.” Main qualifications: Not being Mayor Terry 
Bellamy or fellow primary candidate Shad Marsh (Far 
more qualified not being Bellamy).

Name: J. Neal Jackson.
Political affiliation: 
Seventh-Day Transit-arian.
Occupation: Owner of Eagle’s 
Market convenience store.
Political experience: Successfully 
petitioned local media to stop refer-
ring to Eagle Street business owners 
and residents people as “those Block 
people.” 
Endorsements: “The Patels, who run 
a convenience store down the street.”
What distinguishes you from your 
opponents? “Do I really have to spell 
it out for you? I’m a Republican.”

What would you do to 
attract better-paying 
jobs to the area? 
“More buses, more 
bus drivers. We’ll 
be a town of bus 
drivers.”
Top legislative pri-
orities? “Investing 
my campaign war-
chest in six $20 lot-
tery scratch-offs.”
Balancing city bud-
get: “I can break ones, fives, tens, 
you name it.”

Name: Robin Cape.
Political affiliation: Spoiler-can.
Occupation: City Council mem-
ber. (“But accidentally put in my 
2-week notice.”)
Endorsements: Tim Peck. The 
Panda Earth Tree Force (the po-
litical wing of the Armed Whale 
Snail Granola Resistance).
Most controversial policy posi-
tion: “My taxpayer-subsidized 
‘Banjos for Babies’ program.”
Top legislative priorities? “Tack-
ling the tough issues that impede 
my re-election.”
Term limits for Council mem-
bers? “If I win and make and 
maintain the decision to run for a 
3rd term, no.”
How did your placement in the 
primary affect your campaign? 
“Negatively. Not allowed to be 
on the primary ballot, I must 
now count on grassroots support 
to win a write-in campaign, but 
everyone knows grassroots sup-
porters aren’t so g-o-o-d when it 

comes to s-p-e-l-l-i-n-g.”
Balancing city budget: “I sup-
port giving interest-free loans to 
citizens with the biggest smiles.”
Transportation: “Picture a car 
powered from the methane of a 
single cow who wears a beret and 
sits in the back seat playing a do-
bro and looking out the window at 
a tree with a squirrel hole in it.”
Domestic-partner benefits? “We 
should provide benefits to city 
workers and their spouses, part-
ners, roommates, house-guests, 
and friends-with-benefits-with-
out-benefits.” 

Name: Ryan Croft.
Political affiliation: “The 
mainstream local media 
would like nothing more 
than to pigeon-hole me.”
Political experience: I fol-
low the 9 right-wing-radio 
principles of the 12 true 

Americanisms.
Endorsements: “The American 

flag that stands behind me in my cam-
paign photo.”
What distinguishes you from your 

opponents? “I can account for my 
whereabouts on Sept. 11, 2001.”
What would you do to attract bet-
ter-paying jobs to the area? “I will 
call the Glenn Beck Program and get 
back to you ASAP with an answer.”
Transportation: “I would like to see 
us wrap our minds around a car-road 
paradigm.”
How did your placement in the pri-
mary affect your campaign? “My 
plan is for the Hand of God to place 
me on Council, so it was validating.”

#1 Voter’s 
Guide!

Michele Scheve, 
Tom Scheve


