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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

at 2pm. Runs through 

April 16. 
North Carolina Stage 

Company, 15 Stage Ln

How The Grinch 

Reversed Racism 

A playfully sardonic 

piece that unpacks 

discussions of race and 

identity in the United 

States. FR (3/24), 7pm 

and SU (3/26), 4pm. 

Fleetwood's, 496 

Haywood Rd

The Blurr 
Designed to create a 

dialogue about how 

race, privilege, and love 

intersect in a world full 

of color and chaos. FR 

(3/24), 9pm and SU 

(3/26), 4pm. 
The Magnetic Theatre, 

375 Depot St

MEETINGS & 

PROGRAMS

Community Co-Work-

ing 
A place to work on your 

online magical, creative, 

and healing business. 

Every Wednesday and 

Thursday. 
WE (3/22, 29), TH 

(3/23, 30), 10am, 

Mountain Magic Studio, 

3 Louisiana Ave 

Sewing Club 

Bring your machine 

or borrow one and be 

taught how to use it. 

WE (3/22, 29), 5:30pm, 

The Burger Bar, 1 

Craven St 

The Learning Garden 

presents: Building an 

ADA Compliant Raised 

Garden 
Alan Wagner will 

discuss the significant 

points on how to build 

an ADA compliant 

raised bed, including 

height, dimensions, and 

the materials to use. 

TH (3/23), 10am, 

Buncombe County 

Cooperative Extension 

Center, 49 Mount 

Carmel Rd, Ste 102

WNC Career Expo  

WNC businesses and 

organizations will be 

promoting career 

opportunities for job 

seekers in advanced 

manufacturing, 

technology, health care, 

tourism, professional 

services, and other 

high-growth industries.  

TH (3/23), 11am, WNC 

Agricultural Center, 

1301 Fanning Bridge Rd

Southside Card Game 

Night 
Families and community 

members can play card 

games like bid whist/

spades, Apples to 

Apples, Uno, and more. 

Light refreshments 

served. 
TH (3/23, 30), 6pm, 

Dr. Wesley Grant, Sr. 

Southside Center, 285 

Livingston St

Tea & Tarot Fridays 

Bring your cards, tea 

cup, and other favorite 

divination tools. All 

styles and experience 

levels welcome. 

FR (3/24), Mountain 

Magic Studio, 3 

Louisiana Ave

AMS Open House 

Take a look at facilities, 

meet some of the 

teachers, students, staff 

and board members, 

and maybe even sign 

up for music lessons. 

FR (3/24), 6:30pm, 

Asheville Music School, 

10 Ridgelawn Rd

Marketing Your 

Business 
This free in-person sem-

inar helps attendees 

discover how to effec-

tively and efficiently use 

marketing tools to help 

their small business.  

SA (3/25), 9am, A-B 

Tech Small Business 

Center, 1465 Sand Hill 

Rd, Candler

Southside Community 

Clean Up 
Each participant will be 

provided gloves, masks, 

and trash bags or recy-

cle bags to help pick up 

trash and recyclables. 

Contact (828) 259-5483 

or grantcenter@

ashevillenc.gov. 

SA (3/25), 10am, Dr. 

Wesley Grant, Sr. 

Southside Center, 285 

Livingston St

Mentoring Workshop: 

How to join the 

Southern Highland 

Craft Guild 
Learn what it takes to 

join this organization 

of craftspeople, and 

prepare for your 

application. 
SA (3/25), 1pm, Folk 

Art Center, MP 382, 

Blue Ridge Pkwy

Groove at the Grove 

Enjoy 10 tables of 

games including cards, 

board games, billiards, 

and more. Questions: 

(828) 359-2062. 

SA (3/25), 3pm, Grove 

St Community Center, 

36 Grove St

Weekly Sunday 

Scrabble Club 

No dues for the first 

three months. 

SU (3/26), 12:15pm, 

Stephens Lee Recre-

ation Center, 30 George 

Washington Carver Ave

Growing Your Brand 

Workshop: How to 

Hire Local Designers 

and Marketers 

Participants will 

learn the difference 

between branding and 

marketing, mythbusting 

around hiring local for 

design and marketing 

needs, and what to look 

for in a local designer. 

MO (3/27), 9am, The 

Collider, 1 Haywood St

Lead By Example 

Working with young 

men to build the skills 

to become confident 

leaders through guest 

speakers, games and 

activities, and home-

work assistance. Light 

refreshments served. 

Ages 10-15. For more 

information, call (828) 

350-2058. 
MO (3/27), 6pm, Ste-

phens Lee Recreation 

Center, 30 George 

Washington Carver Ave

Bilingual Birdies 

Learn foreign language 

through music, dancing, 

puppetry, and theater 

games at this free 

demo class for ages 

0-5. Kids receive a 

mini puppet, digital 

materials, an album of 

Birdies "hits" songs. 

TU (3/28), 9:30am, 

Asheville Music School, 

10 Ridgelawn Rd

LOCAL MARKETS

RAD Farmers Market 

Winter Season 

With 25-30 vendors 

selling a variety of 

local wares. Located 

at Smoky Park Supper 

Club. Handicap parking 

available in the Smoky 

Park lot, free public 

parking available along 

Riverside Drive. Also 

accessible by foot, 

bike, or rollerblade via 

the Wilma Dykeman 

Greenway. 
WE (3/22, 29), 3pm, 

Smoky Park Supper 

Club, 350 Riverside Dr

Weaverville Tailgate 

Market 
A selection of fresh, 

locally grown produce, 

grass fed beef, pork, 

chicken, rabbit, eggs, 

cheese, sweet and 

savory baked goods, 

artisan bread, fire cider, 

coffee, pickles, body 

care, eclectic handmade 

goodies, and garden 

and landscaping plants. 

Open year round. 

WE (3/22, 29), 3pm, 

60 Lake Shore Dr 

Weaverville

Plant Show 
Sustainable nursery 

showcasing native 

wildflowers, as well 

complementary plants 

such as groundcovers 

and herbs. Thursday 

and Friday at 1pm, and 

Sunday at 11am. 

M R Gardens, 441 

Onteora Blvd

North Asheville 

Tailgate Market 

The oldest Saturday 

morning market in 

WNC, since 1980. Over 

60 rotating vendors 

offer fresh Appalachian 

grown produce, meats, 

cheeses and eggs - with 

a variety of baked 

goods, value added 

foods, and unique craft 

items. Weekly through 

Dec. 16. 
SA (3/25), 8am,3300 

University Heights

Asheville City Winter 

Market 
Local food products, 

including fresh produce, 

meat, cheese, bread, 

pastries, and other 

artisan products. Winter 

market through March 

25. 
SA (3/25), 10am, 52 N 

Market St

Spring Fling 2023 

Vendors showcase 

antiques, vintage and 

retro items. 
SA (3/25), 10am, 

Buckeye Antique Mall, 

90 Buckeye Access Rd, 

Swannanoa

Transylvania Farmers 

Market 
Dozens of vendors 

offering fresh, local-

ly-grown produce, meat, 

poultry, eggs, honey, 

cheeses, mushrooms, 

juices, fermented 

vegetables, plants, 

herbs, cut flowers, 

baked goods, jams and 

jellies, prepared foods, 

and a variety of locally 

handcrafted and artisan 

items. Open every 

Saturday year-round. 

SA (3/25), 10am, 

Transylvania Farmers 

Market, 190 E Main St, 

Brevard

WNC Farmers Market 

High quality fruits and 

vegetables, mountain 

crafts, jams, jellies, 

preserves, sourwood 

honey, and other farm 

fresh items. Open daily 

8am, year-round. 

8am, 570 Brevard Rd

FESTIVALS & 

SPECIAL EVENTS

Fringe Artists Party 

with Pop Up Previews 

Artists preview their 

shows near the River 

Arts District. Food and 

drinks will be available. 

WE (3/22), 6pm, Tyger 

Tyger Gallery, 191 

Lyman St, Ste 144

BENEFITS & 

VOLUNTEERING

Book Nerd Trivia 

Benefit for AVL Prison 

Books 
Face off in five rounds 

of book-focused trivia 

across a variety of liter-

ary themes and genres. 

This touhg-but-fun triv-

ia challenge benefits 

Asheville Prison Books. 

Donations at the door. 

TH (3/23), 7pm, 

Different Wrld, 701 

Haywood Rd, Ste 101

REACH: Volunteer 

Training  
REACH of Haywood 

County will be hosting 

a volunteer training 

day for any and all 

potential volunteers. 

Lunch and snacks will 

be provided for all par-

ticipants. To register, 

contact Buffy Queen at 

BQreach@aol.com 

SA (3/25), 9:30am, 

Waynesville First Unit-

ed Methodist Church, 

566 S Haywood St, 

Waynesville

WNC Charity Fire 

Truck Pull  
Teams will compete in 

a double-elimination 

bracket race to pull 

two fire trucks in a 

race for the best time. 

A portion of the fund-

raising proceeds will 

be going to the North 

Carolina Firefighters' 

Burned Children 

Center. 
SA (3/25), 10am, WNC 

Agricultural Center, 

1301 Fanning Bridge 

Rd

Blue Ridge Humane 

Society: Annual Kitten 

Shower 
Donations of 

much-needed kitten 

items such as kitten 

formula, food, kitten 

warmers, bottles, 

and supplements are 

encouraged. Learn 

about fostering by 

speaking to the Foster 

and Adoption Center 

Staff. Games, snacks, 

and other goodies 

will be provided for 

attendees. 
SA (3/25), 11am, Gui-

don Brewing, 415 8th 

Ave, Hendersonville

AVL Spring Clothing 

Swap 
Bring clothes you like 

and leave with clothes 

you love. A fundraiser 

for reproductive justice 

in Asheville. See p25 

SA (3/25), 1pm, 

Hi-Wire Brewing RAD 

Beer Garden, 284 

Lyman St

Eblen Charities Prom 

Dress Express 

Providing donated 

gently used and new 

prom dresses, shoes, 

and jewelry to high 

school students for 

prom and military balls 

at no cost. Saturday 

March 25 at 10am and 

Wednesday March 29 

at noon. See p25 

Eblen Charities Event 

space, 52 Westgate 

Pkwy

Local, Farm to Table

Wellness Dispensary

CBD • CBN • THCA

• Delta 9  • HHC

51 College St., #1A 

Asheville, NC 28801

828-412-5043 

kingdomharvest.com

• Sublingual Oils

• Pain Salves 

• Gummies

• Pet Products

• Edibles

• Vapes 

• Flower

• Seltzers
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 “Given the number of baseball 

folks here, we should probably 

sing the national anthem,” quipped 

Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer 

as City Council kicked off its March 

14 meeting. Those spectators got 

the win they were hoping for after 

Council voted unanimously to com-

mit up to $20 million over 20 years for 

renovations to McCormick Field, the 

home of the minor league Asheville 

Tourists. (Vice Mayor Sandra 

Kilgore was absent and did not par-

ticipate in the vote.)

 Before the vote, Council member 

Sage Turner noted that she and 

her colleagues had been sent more 

than 1,700 emails on funding for the 

ballpark. “We received 35 pages of 

public comments,” she said. “There 

were three that did not support it, 

and then all the others did support 

finding a way to fund this.”

 “Let’s play ball,” Turner added, 

before moving to support the fund-

ing measure.

 Council’s decision represents the 

first of several funding commitments 

the Tourists are seeking to bring 

McCormick Field up to Major League 

Baseball standards, a requirement 

for the team to stay in the city. 

According to a city presentation, the 

money would pay for improvements 

to the stadium’s clubhouse, con-

struct facilities for female umpires 

and other baseball staff, expand the 

concourse and cover deferred main-

tenance, among other updates.

 Although the language approved 

by Council allows for a commit-

ment of up to $1 million per year, 

Chris Corl, Asheville’s director of 

community and regional entertain-

ment facilities, said the “worst-case 

scenario” for the city would involve 

spending roughly $875,000 per year. 

That figure, he continued, could go 

down if the project receives addi-

tional funding from the state of 

North Carolina.

 The total cost of the project, includ-

ing interest payments on borrowing 

for the work, was estimated at more 

than $56.1 million in a March 7 pre-

sentation to the Buncombe County 

Board of Commissioners. Asheville 

plans to share that expense with 

other funding partners, though com-

mitments have not yet been secured.

 Under the scenario presented by 

Corl, the Buncombe County Tourism 

Development Authority would con-

tribute $1.4 million annually for 15 

years, as well as a one-time alloca-

tion of $1.95 million previously ear-

marked for a streetscape project on 

Coxe Avenue. County government 

would chip in $250,000 annually for 

20 years; the commissioners are slat-

ed to vote on that funding at their 

next meeting, Tuesday, March 21.

 The Tourists themselves would 

pay an average of about $469,000 per 

year toward the project for 20 years. 

And attendees at baseball games 

would also pick up part of the tab 

through a new 50-cent “facility fee” 

to be added to each ticket.

 Public comment during the meet-

ing echoed the sentiments of those 

who had written to Council, with 

nine of the 13 speakers supporting 

the McCormick Field renovations. 

But four speakers voiced concern 

about taxpayers footing the bill for 

the repairs, saying that the city’s 

budget has fallen short on initiatives 

such as expanded transit services 

and public safety investments.

 “I just don’t think it’s the responsi-

bility of the city anymore to do this,” 

said resident and former mayoral 

candidate Jonathan Wainscott. “I 

want my streets paved.”

 Council hears update 

on ARPA projects

 Council also heard an update on 

24 projects funded by $24.9 million 

in American Rescue Plan Act funds. 

Asheville received the money from 

the federal COVID-19 relief package 

in 2021.
 After narrowing funding priorities, 

including affordable housing and 

workforce development investments, 

Council voted on specific projects in 

May. About $1.4 million has yet to be 

awarded; federal rules require that 

funding be obligated toward projects 

by the end of 2024, and spending to 

be completed by Dec. 31, 2026.

 Kim Marmon-Saxe, project man-

ager for the ARPA funds, said that 

18 of the initiatives were currently 

underway and six projects were still 

moving through the contracting pro-

cess. Nearly $7 million of the award-

ed funds has been spent to date.

— Brooke Randle X

Council approves up to $20M for McCormick Field

BATTER UP: The $20 million funding commitment approved by City Council March 14 is only part of the patchwork of support needed to cover $56.1 million, 

including interest, for upgrades and extra fan amenities for McCormick Field. Photo courtesy of the Asheville Tourists
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STARTS
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